
DECEMBER 10 • A SMALL-TOWN KING TO COME 
 
Read aloud Micah 5:1-5a 

5:1Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops;  
 siege is laid against us;  
with a rod they strike the judge of Israel  
 on the cheek.  
2But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,  
 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,  
from you shall come forth for me  
 one who is to be ruler in Israel,  
whose coming forth is from of old,  
 from ancient days.  
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time  
 when she who is in labor has given birth;  
then the rest of his brothers shall return  
 to the people of Israel.  
4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of Yahweh,  
 in the majesty of the name of Yahweh his God.  
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great  
 to the ends of the earth.  
5aAnd he shall be their peace.  
 
 

Devotional Thoughts 

The prophet Micah is a contemporary of Isaiah. He describes the siege that is 
coming upon Jerusalem, but his attention turns to a coming King. God will 
choose a small town as the birthplace of this great King. Bethlehem, considered 
too small to even be counted among the clans of Judah, will be the point of origin 
for the one who will be ruler in Israel. This King will actually come from ageless 
antiquity, from ancient days. It is no coincidence that God is described as the 
Ancient of Days. This King will be God in the flesh. 

He will be shepherd to God’s people, with all the might of Yahweh. He will make 
his people live securely and his renown will extend to the ends of the earth. He 
will be peace for his people. 

Jesus is this coming small-town King, born in the little town of Bethlehem. He is 
God, the Ancient of Days, come in human flesh. He preached and performed 
mighty acts in the power of God. He is security to his people, to those who have 
trusted their lives to him. He is their peace. 

As you pray, remember the humility and love God demonstrated when he came 
to us in the lowliest of circumstances. 


